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Study of Matthew 

January 8, 2022 
 

Discussion Question: How persistent are you in prayer? 
 
Matthew 7:7 – 11  
 
Jesus moves from judging like hypocrites to serving the God that knows all things.  
 
I don’t always know how to judge; I don’t always see the problems in my own life; I sometimes 
act like a pretender and actor; I sometimes think that I can really change dogs and swine and I 
put great pearls of wisdom in front of them. 
 
Jesus reminds me, there is a better way than doing it on our own! Ask, seek, knock to the God 
that desires to give good things. 
 
John Bunyan stated, “You can do more than pray after you have prayed, but you cannot do more 
than pray until you have prayed. Pray often, for prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, 
and a scourge to satan.” 
  
Jesus says ask first, then seek indicating that there are things that can be found; then knock 
indicating that there are doors to approach… there is work that we must do. But first ask, pray 
about what to seek after; pray about what door to go knock on. 
 
Corrie ten Boom put it this way: “Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?” 

 
Let’s remind ourselves of a few things in this text. 
 

1. God Contains all Knowledge (Ask) 
God is omniscient…HE is all knowing. Past, present and future… not only does HE know 
all things but HE is the source of all knowledge. 
 
Did the math question about how many potential outcomes; how many possible 
combinations are there for (some situation) irritate you? 

 
There are formulas that can help you to know unknowns as defined by man. But there 
are many things that man has no idea about.  
 
God contains knowledge as part of HIS very essence. HE can’t learn something new; 
nothing can surprise HIM; HE is never caught off guard. HE doesn’t need formulas…but 
we on the other hand are faced with situations that depending on the decisions we make 
will determine the outcomes.  
 
God knows! This understanding should move us to ask HIM! 

 
2. God Conceals Things (Seek) 

Yes, God hides things; at times HE obstructs our view of things 
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Matthew 11:24 “At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes.” [KJV] 
 
Daniel 2:22-23 “He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, And 
light dwells with Him. 23 "I thank You and praise You, O God of my fathers; You have 
given me wisdom and might, And have now made known to me what we asked of You, 
For You have made known to us the king's demand." [NKJV] 

 
In 1 Corinthians 2, Paul speaks of the hidden wisdom of God 
 
Solomon reminds us that God lays up wisdom for those who seek.  

Proverbs 2:6 – 7 “For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding; 7 he stores up sound wisdom for the upright;…” [ESV] 

 
The phrase ‘lay up’ in the KJV means to hide; treasure that is stored up 

 
Seek in Matthew 7 implies to search for (in order to find out) by thinking, meditating, 
reasoning; to inquire into; to aim at or strive after 

 
Seeking leads to discovery and Jesus says seek and you will find.  
 

3. God Conveys Good Things 
I use the word convey in its meaning of taking from one place to another; to 
communicate or make known. 
 
God calls us to knock…not to wear us out but sometimes after asking we have to go to 
the place HE sends us and knock… the people on the other side have a need and we are 
the answer or have the answer but they don’t know we are the answer… we have to 
move from our place of safety, our place of familiarity and walk to the door we are 
directed to go to and knock. 
 
When I ask, I call on the Wise God for information; then I seek, I pursue what HE has laid 
up in store for me, then I must move to knock so the door will open when HE answers. 
 

With these truths: 
4. God Calls Us to Persistence 

The tense of ask, seek and knock is to ask and keeping asking 
 
With this great truth in mind…God is a good God…A father that gives good things to HIS 
children! 

 
 

Jeremiah 33:3 ‘Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty 
things, which you do not know.’ 

 


