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  Consecration 2022 
Part 1 

January 2, 2022 
 
Consecration is the act of setting someone or something apart; to dedicate someone or 
something for a specific purpose; make holy 
 
When we speak about a time of Consecration, we want to take time to dedicate ourselves and 
anything else that God might want, apart for a specific purpose. Also, anything we want to give 
ourselves (things not required) 
 
THEME: PRESS FORWARD 
 
TEXT: Philippians 3:13-14 “Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press 
on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” [NASU] 

 
Everyone would like to have that feeling of having arrived. Striving for success and then that 
feeling of we are now there and nothing else to do. The problem is that feeling seldom if ever 
happens. Whatever you do in life, the goal line gets moved. 
 
You think…if I just could: 
 
Life is not designed to just sit still all the time… 
o “Don’t dwell on what went wrong. Instead, focus on what to do next. Spend your energy 

moving forward together towards an answer.” Denis Waitley, Motivational Speaker 
o “When one door closes, another opens; but we often look so long and so regretfully upon 

the closed door that we do not see the one which has opened for us.” Alexander Graham Bell 
o “If we fail to adapt, we fail to move forward.” John Wooden 
o “Life is like riding a bicycle, to keep your balance, you must keep moving.” Albert Einstein 
o “It is only through labor and painful effort, by grim energy and resolute courage, that we 

move on to better things.” Theodore Roosevelt, President 
o “If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk then crawl, but 

whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.” Martin Luther King Jr 
 

The last couple of years seems like a hold on life but the reality is that the world kept turning, 
time kept marching on and the demand to go forward stares us in the face. My encouragement 
this year is to remind you that we are a Forward Moving people. Because we know Christ, we 
are the people that keep moving on. 
 
Hebrews 13:14 “For here have we no continuing (lasting) city, but we seek one to come.” [KJV] 

 
Because we are people on a journey, we view life much differently than those whose only hope 
is in this life. Here are a few things that keep Pressing Forward  

a. No Confidence in the Flesh 
vs. 3 “For we are the real circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in 
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh.” [ESV] 
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I could talk about my accomplishments but as I move forward, I’m learning that all those 
accomplish really don’t carry a lot of weight in this season. 
 
Press Forward and don’t rely on past successes. 

 
b. Consider all Rubbish Compared to Knowing Christ 

vs. 7 – 9 “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I 
count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in 
order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith.” [ESV] 
 
The world says to us that losers are not cool people. Satan wants us to think that when 
bad things happen to us he wins and we lose. More importantly he wants us to think 
that God loses. 
 
Winning is knowing Jesus…whatever I accomplish in life is nothing but garbage when 
compared to the surpassing value of knowing Christ. Winning is not having my own 
righteousness but righteous from God that depends on faith. 
 
Press Forward…the win is knowing Christ! 
 

c. Continue on Course to the High Calling 
vs. 13-14 “Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 
 
The phrase press (reach) forward means to cause to continue in a specific condition, 
position, course, etc.  
 
Here in Philippians press implies to run swiftly in order to catch some person or thing, to 
run after; it is to pursue, i. e. to seek after eagerly, earnestly endeavor to acquire 
 
The natural tendency when something bad happens on some part of our journey is to 
assume that we should not have been on this trip. Things go wrong, or so we think, so 
we assume that our course/direction is incorrect. 
 
We weigh our situation and say we lost. We go so far as to say, well satan won. 
 
Proverbs 11:1 “A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but a just weight is his 
delight.” [ESV] 

 
PRESS FORWARD TO THE HIGH CALLING IN CHRIST! 

 
2 Cor 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” [NIV] 


